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women to appear for Higher Examinations like Matriculation,

Intermediate  and B.A. privately without attending any school

or college. Mere than this, he was a champion of widow remar-
riage and lie performed one or two widow marriages at Nksuli-
patam.

Venkatappiah was born on 22nd February 1866 at Guntur

In a middle class Brahmin family. He had bis schooling in
Guntur Mission School; thereafter he joined the Government
Arts College at Rajahmundry to do his F.A. Metcalf who was a
well-known English educationist at the time was the Principal of
ti e I oilcge. Venkatappiah left after a year for Madras, where
be did his B,A. and B.L.

Soon in 1894 he set up his legal practice  at Masulipatam

where before long, he became the leading lawyer of the town
earning about a thousand rupees a month. In 1905 when tfce
District Court was established in Guntur, Venkatappiah moved
to Guntur, his home town where be started to practise.

Even while he was practising, despite his busy schedule,
he was able to spare a good deal of his time for social service.
!Ls public spiritedness made him take great interest in many of
the social reforms, that were being worked out by all-India
leaders then.

It is indeed a marvel as to how Venkatappiah a foil fledged
lawyer found time to edit a newspaper, Krishna Patrika. Some of

his articles were cpen aod frank and courageous in condemning
the evil Hindu practices that were being unfortunately perpetra*

ted in the false name of religion.

Besides articles on urgent social reforms* Venkatappiah
wielded his facile pen in the direction of politics,. Gandhijrs
call to the nation made him immediately an ardent diseiple who
unhesitatingly pleaded strongly with people to join the National
Movement. Andfara responded to his call and men and women
% very large numbers began to flock the Congress headquarters
for their admission into the Co-ngress Party.